About the Portrait Bench

The Portrait Bench is a new and unique National

collection of local portraits. The figures are
inspired and chosen for their individual
contribution to the life of the community.

Creating portraits is an old custom - honouring
individuals for their philanthropy, political prowess
or acts of heroism, and most commonly for the

love of family members. All major public spaces are |

graced by statues or portraits of eminent
individuals and family photos are treasured across
the world.

Each Portrait Bench is a collection of three
distinctive, life-size local figures cut from sheet

steel and installed by a simple bench, inviting you

to sit or step up into the space and become a part
of the portrait group.

The features of each character have been
simplified while retaining their essential
characteristics. The characters reflect those things
that are important to the community; each is
inspired by the local heritage, culture and

aspirations of the area; some we’ll know and some

we won't...together they will represent around 230
characters chosen by thousands of people from
across the UK.

The new route bridges the Woolford Gap in Bury
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Choosing the Bury portraits

Several local interest groups were consulted and
asked to put forward nominations e.g. Local
Wildlife, History, Environment, Walking, Cycling
groups etc. along with local elected members and
the local media. The decision making was
consensus based (rather than by a vote) and was
based around achieving a broad representation of
users and the locality, and how well images fitted
together. It was a pleasantly uncontroversial
process.

The Bury Portrait Bench is located near to the
new viaduct on the Bury Greenway.

New walking and cycling networks
Sustrans is bringing the award winning National
Cycle Network deep into the heart of communities
across the UK to enable many more people to get
about on foot and by bike. Find out more about
walking and cycling routes in Bury and how to
find this portrait bench at www.sustrans.org.uk/
c2/bury
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A life-long resident of Holcombe, David
Siwthenbank is a walker, naturalist and historian.
He is also an artist, and is President of Bury Art
Society. He was prominent in the campaign for
public rights of access on Holcombe Moor which
resulted in it being sold by the Ministry of Defence
to the National Trust.

David travelled to school in Bury in the 1940s on
the Holcombe Brock branch railway. He says that
seeing his first kingfisher, partridge and tufted
duck through the carriage windows helped him to
‘develop an interest in wildlife that has stayed with
me ever since’.
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